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we don't be explained his contributions in word .Because he was very 
well known in all lover our Nation as well as in all over the word. 
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Anna Bhau Sathe’s Gold from the Grave : 
A Modern Myth 

Dr. Gajanan P. Patil 
Smt. H. R. Patel Arts Mahila College, Shipur Dist. Dhule (MS) 

Abstract:  
Literature during the pre-independence period in India appeared 

in several of its regional languages has marked an impressive and 
artistic beginning. The writing is seen more intended with a socialistic 
urgency raising end-number issues and problems related to an 
individual and his social survival. The writings, being the outcome of 
the writer’s individual life reflections, underline the reformative 
agenda set against the blot of untouchability and in-human 
discrimination. When India was busy in establishing the political 
independence, at the same time a part of the human society in the 
country was at bottom struggling against their own people and the so 
called class’ narrow-minded politics widening the social rift and 
encouraging the discriminative principles. 

The present paper focuses on the critical appraisal of Anna Bhau 
Sathe, a veteran Marathi writer’s short story, Gold from the Grave, 
originally written in Marathi as Smsashanatala Sona translated by 
H.V.Shintre. It represents the glorification of human efforts especially 
in the odd situations. The research paper comments on the narrative as 
a modern myth born out of struggle for existence.     
Key-words :  

Pre-independence, regional, untouchability, discrimination, 

struggling, appraisal, myth 

Introduction : 
 The contemporary writing reflects the deep anguish and extreme 
despise of the writers against the anti-human treatment in the form of 
thrust upon atrocities, untouchability, discrimination on the basis of 
caste and creed, etc. It is the revolting and revolutionary spirit of the 
writers whose works have become the canons to necessarily blast 

8 
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against the so called caste system. Unfortunately, the country had 
witnessed a wretched and dirty politics where a particular social class, 
i.e. the so called self-declared high class ill-treated another class of 
people who were equally belonging to the country India. During the 
political struggle, a neglected class of people was fighting against the 
atrocities and in-human treatments for their individual, family, and 
community survival. Many of the strugglers from the caste and creed 
politics fought both the battles equally by participating the country’s 
independence movement and in protecting the rights of the people of 
their communities. There was a group of revolutionary and spirited 
activists who firmly stood as the runners on both the fronts, the 
political and the social. Almost each writer became a strong and 
staunch voice with an ardent demand for completely removing the 
caste discrimination system. Of all the writers, many of the voices had 
raised from Maharashtra expressing their anger against the established 
class and desired to change the fortune of their suffering brethren. 
Many writers chose to Marxism, Communism, and also became the 
Ambedkarites, adopted sharp weapons and techniques of stark realism 
and vivid narration to paint and picturize the scenes, settings, spirits, 
and souls of the affected masses. Literature became a universal and 
right platform to the writers from the affected communities which 
naturally became a threshold where each individual writer almost 
screamed in protection of life and the freedom of existence to 
thousands of eyes and ears begging for their complete liberation from 
the ditches they were thrown into the modern age.   
Review of Literature : 
    The realistic works published during the pre- and the post-
independence era in India a special identity and attained world-wide 
invitation through the translated versions. The literature in the form of 
fiction, short stories, poetry, ballads, travelogue, letters, essays, etc 
created a great havoc among the readers across the globe. Realism, 
naturalism, irony, satire, scathing attack under the narrative simplicity, 
and required urgency are the unique features of these writings. In 
India, the early Indian English novelist, Mulk Raj Anand published 
Untouchable (1935) which marked a new beginning in the foreign 
language and presented the miseries and plight of the world readers. 
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Similarly, the writers from Maharashtra wrote poems, short stories, 
and fictions in the regional language Marathi which provided a big 
platform to the characters from their works to become the global 
suffering characters. The writers like Baburao Bagul, Daya Pawar, 
Namdeo Dhasal, Laxman Mane, Laxman Gaikwad, Kishor Shantabai 
Kale, Sharmila Rege, Gangadhar Pantawane, and many others served 
the people, their community, their society by breathing a full 
oxygenated air into their lungs to make their characters speak out their 
sufferings unfalteringly. Their heroes represent the entire society and 
in reality become the original heroes better than the mythical 
characters. Each writer has contributed a herculean task in 
immortalizing their characters and making them the real heroes of 
modern times. Alike Mulk Raj Anand’s Bakha, Anna Bhau Sathe’s 
Fakira is no less than any mythical figure carving his own future and 
challenging the oddities and angularities of the contemporary caste-
ridden society. 
Anna Bhau Sathe: A Legendary Literary Figure : 

Among the renowned writers, Anna Bhau Sathe, a revolutionary 
writer and great supporter of the have-nots and an authentic voice from 
India writing the subaltern’s facts and feelings, attains a noble position 
in regional literature with its sub-sect, Dalit Sahitya (Literature of the 
Marginalized). A man with no formal higher education and having a 
regional frame of stories leads readers across the globe to feel and 
experience the original man exercising his role in entire life merely for 
feeding himself and his family twice-a-day. Anna Bhau, a 
humanitarian author and a gifted artist performs for the fundamental 
rights of the marginalized community in caste-ridden India of the pre-
independence period. He serves the community of the insulted, 
belittled, abused, tortured, and humiliated people whose lives did not 
have any definite meaningful end. As a writer of 35 Marathi novels 
and 15 short story collections, an author of 12 screen-plays, and the 
composer of Powada (Ballad) has universalized the narrative 
simplicity in regional literature and also helped to avail the global 
platform to the writers of regional literature from India. Anna Bhau’s 
works made him a prolific writer and his service made through it to 
the marginalized community literally reached him to the several 
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countries in the world. His works have been translated widely in many 
Indian and 27 non-Indian languages. His works reflect his childhood 
days of Wategaon village which further get developed in Satara and 
then in Mumbai city in the later phase. His migration from the parental 
village to Satara and then to Mumbai covers up the entire story and the 
sublime purpose of his life. The early migration at the tender age and 
its acute impression on his mind shaped his personality and thoughts. 
Being a migrator, an alien, an outcaste, an unemployed, a homeless 
person, he could often feel restless and irritated at the thrust upon 
plight due to the outside society which was, as he states, 
“Mumbai…the city of ghosts, who do not live in jungle but in the 
cities…”.         
Gold from the Grave : A Modern Day Myth : 

‘Gold from the Grave’ is one of the well-known stories originally 
written in Marathi as Smsashanatala Sona and is translated into 
English by H.V.Shintre. The story in the translated version equally 
catches hold on attention and curiosity alike its original Marathi 
source. The story qualifies all the standards of the genre where the 
incidents and scenes are taken from a single day work-routine and 
which creates a wonderful blending of care and curiosity for the 
protagonist’s accepted challenge in life. Anna Bhau Sathe’s Bhima, 
alike many of his characters, represents a struggling man fighting 
against the odds and the atrocities to attain his noble existence in a 
peaceful life with his wife and daughter, Nabda. The protagonist, 
though named as Bhima after the third son of Kunti, but his fate was 
to fight against the jackals in the darkness to strongly make his claim 
on the corpse buried in the village graveyard. The work and the 
identity was destined to him because he was either an outcaste, a poor, 
a marginalized or the one from the thousands of the unemployed 
homeless crowd in the Mumbai city. The story represents one of the 
rarest incidents and fate in man’s life where an unemployed outcaste 
poor labourer wanders in search of job and has to choose his identity 
in collecting the Gold from the Grave. The story of Bhima, though 
presents a common man’s struggle for existence, but it underlines the 
author’s grave and serious message of the growing disparity between 
the human society on the basis of caste, poverty, and unemployment.     
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           The story, Gold from the Grave, a realistic story depicts the fierce 
battle for life of a young and strong village giant-like man, Bhīma. It 
is the modern myth of the simple and  naïve man living a common 
man’s life. The writer describes his physical form as being the most 
able person having broken with the destiny.  The author intentionally 
employs the paradox as; despite being healthy, spirited, strong willed 
person like Bhima of the Mahabharata, this present say Bhima could 
not find a job in his own village, hence sets on to Bombay to search 
there. Anna Bhau’s protagonist accepts and tolerates his physical 
migration but fails to cope up with mental vacuum which tortures him 
time and again and enables him view to earn right to visualize dreams 
for the happiness his wife and daughter. The protagonist, alike other 
human beings wishes to be a promising husband and a good father. His 
life journey though appears like an every Indian of the contemporary 
time, designs and dreams for itself some better side where it could 
accomplish with the exercise of fundamental outcomes. He is not the 
human character who pines for winning a noble place in heaven; he is 
the person with flesh and bones of his own but has nothing of own, not 
the time, the place, and even the action. His anguish and outcry are 
seldom matched or say remain unmatched with any one on this earth 
after losing the single hope of the quarry job.    

  Anna Bhau Sathe’s works mirror his personal life pictures as 
being a jobless wanderer to a  Bombay mill-worker. His Bhima 
somehow appears in the role of the author himself who leads the 
character to invent anything strong and powerful to make his dreams 
come true. The author compels him to identify his future with an 
unexpected job which, in the annals of the world history or mythology 
may not have happened. Anna Bhau sets for him a compelling state to 
overcome the prime need in choosing an unprecedented job to find 
Gold from the Grave by eventually coming across the ashes of a 
funeral pyre. His attempt in establishing his own identity makes his 
character mythical who has performed an unprecedented task.  

To the starved Bhima, the job of finding gold in the ashes of a 
funeral pyre opened a way for survival. The writer doesn’t let his 
protagonist chose the way out of a job but a necessity. To Bhima’s way 
of earning bread and butter, his wife opposes him and discourages him 
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to do so for the family’s survival. However, Bhima, being a jobless 
person had experienced the evil face of the society and also witnessed 
its ghost-like appearance. He, by the time had firmly accelerated his 
faith towards the odd job than returning to the devils of the city. He 
found everyone around him the unreal; and it was quite true for he was 
loathed more by the heartless crowd. His choice of work becomes his 
identity and the same is cherished more to continue with the blessed 
fortune. Anna Bhau Sathe doesn’t certainly want his protagonist to 
follow the job and continue himself with the same to create his 
identity. The writer, in the attempt in glorifying the human efforts, 
doesn’t forget to paint such rare persons who for their identity may 
choose such odd jobs.      

The story depicts a very exciting and heart-beating scene on the 
graveyard where Bhima sets out to carry out his mission in earning 
gold from the mouth of a dead corpse. While narrating the horrible 
night incident, the writer comments, “the jackals fought for their food 
while Bhima fought for his fortune (gold).” He further says, it was 
perhaps the only battle fought on this earth between the animals and a 
human being, as both of them tried to win over the prize. His 
challenges to this unending chain of obstacles idealize his role to a 
mythical figure. He narrates that when the fight in the darkness 
continued, the outside world and the city Bombay was taking sound 
sleep. This fatal irony of life represented through such an incredible 
battle serves the very intention of Anna Bhau’s Sathe’s writing.   
Conclusion : 

The development in the protagonist’s life represented various 
aspects of human tendencies and their ultimate intentions in settling 
up the casual affairs of life. However, the story amalgamates the 
underlined purpose of the author to represent the struggle of the have-
nots, the untouchables, the poor, and the deprived sections one hand; 
while universalizing the common individuals through their unending 
efforts on the other. Anna Bhau  Sathe’s mythical hero sets an 
example which had never ever happened in the world history.  In this 
way, the writer exposes the hypocrisy, inhumanity, and brutality of the 
city life as well as  demands to have an urgent need of human 
existence.    


